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Sharing the hospitality of God 

Homily for the Third Sunday after Trinity 

Jeremiah 28.5–9 
Romans 6.12–23 
Matthew 10.40–42 
 

For the last few weeks, my son has been back at nursery. He has loved 

it. He has been determined to catch up on the playtime he missed 

during lockdown - babbling full of energy. Despite some initial 

anxieties, there has been a palpable glee as he has met his friends 

again. Talking to other parents, however, has revealed a mixture of 

feelings about sending children back to nursery while things are 

uncertain about the pandemic. What is striking is how the children 

have been welcomed back – the quality of the welcome. Each child 

has been missed. Each child is valued and celebrated. This sense of 

welcome has soothed many an anxious heart. Its significance has 

reverberated across the network of families and beyond. 

This experience feels like a microcosm. Looking ahead as the lockdown 

begins to ease, we will suddenly have greater freedom do all manner 

of things and meet all manner of people. This evokes mixed responses. 

Relief and joy at newfound liberty and human connection; sorrow at 

the amount of suffering; anger at failures that have cost lives; and 

anxiety about ongoing health risks, public spaces and uncertain 

futures. In this shifting social environment, the question of how we 
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welcome others, especially the most vulnerable, becomes urgent. Can 

we be true to a vision of society that welcomes each person? A sense 

of welcome that extends beyond family and friends? 

Of course, the offer of hospitality to those in need is something that 

has been going on throughout lockdown in often hidden ways. There 

have been countless acts of hospitality shared between family and 

friends, neighbours known and unknown. Local government, 

businesses, charities, churches and other community groups have 

adapted to circumstances to reach many of the most marginalised. 

Key workers across multiple sectors have been tireless in their 

dedication to others’ dignity. Particularly poignant, amid the dull 

terror of daily death tolls, has been the work of hospices that have 

offered hospitality to the dying and those who grieve. Amid all the 

uncertainty, the pandemic has shown just how far, how deep, how 

resilient our capacity to extend welcome goes. As things begin to open 

up, we as individuals, communities and society must not lose sight of 

this. 

This is especially true for the church as we prepare to open again for 

public worship. It belongs to our essential vocation to offer welcome 

to all. 

In our Gospel today, Jesus declares just how important this is. He tells 

his disciples whoever welcomes them welcomes him and welcomes 

the one who sent him. Not only do we welcome God by welcoming 



 3 

those who belong to him, says Jesus; but we actually enact God’s own 

life which is a life of welcoming love shared between Father and Son 

and poured out in the Holy Spirit. In other words, we share in God’s 

hospitality when we extend hospitality to others. And if we are Christ’s 

disciples, we know that Christ has first welcomed us unconditionally. 

It would be an error, therefore, to interpret today’s Gospel passage 

narrowly as if a proper welcome is reserved only to those we identify 

as disciples of Christ. This is not hospitality but suffocating 

sectarianism that breeds division and bigotry. If we only welcome 

those of whom we approve then we earn the wages of sin that leads 

to death, as St Paul says. 

By contrast the eternal life that flows from God’s hospitality is given 

to all as a matter of free gift in Christ. If this is true, how can we resist 

sharing it with others. This is not only something we should do out of 

obligation but something we want to do joyfully, need to do, like 

breathing, like the breath which hovers over the waters of baptism in 

which we have died to ourselves and live in Christ. 

This is to imitate Jesus’s own radical sense of welcome. In Matthew’s 

Gospel Jesus is clear: there can be no limit to this welcome based on 

a private membership: whoever gives food to the hungry, drink to the 

thirsty, welcomes the stranger, clothes the naked, cares for the sick, 

visits the prisoner – whoever does this welcomes Jesus. And we see 

throughout the Gospels just how passionately Jesus seeks to fashion a 
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new community, the kingdom of God, among those whom society 

despises. He does this by sharing table fellowship with them.  

Not only does Jesus offer hospitality, but he receives it from others. 

Others whom people cannot believe Jesus spends his time with – 

prostitutes and tax collectors, sinners of the worst kind. But true 

hospitality is not one-sided in which the strong magnanimously help 

the weak. It entails risk, relationship, messiness, creativity, surprise, 

growth – not unlike a child’s nursery. Indeed, this is the truth of the 

Incarnation. God becomes vulnerable to be our guest so that by 

welcoming him into our hearts and lives we become people capable 

of offering a divine welcome. We are to open our lives not just to those 

we get on with but to those we seek to avoid or diminish or find 

challenging. Jesus pays special attention here not to grand gestures 

but careful attentiveness, selfless commitment, a willingness to let 

another person be who they are in all their mystery, the importance 

of small acts undertaken wholeheartedly – like pausing in the midday 

heat to offer a cold drink of water to one who is thirsty. These are the 

little acts of welcome that can wear down any barrier between human 

beings. Here all the materials of daily existence can be turned towards 

the heart of God’s hospitality shared in Christ. 

In other words, the Christian vocation to hospitality is, in essence, 

Eucharistic.  As we prepare to return to celebrate the Eucharist 

together again in church, with a mixture of eagerness and uncertainty, 
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let us be even more eager to reclaim the stones of our buildings and 

the flesh of our hearts and make them into a sacred space – a space 

that welcomes each person without any condition other than they too 

extend God’s welcome to others. At the Eucharist, all invited are to be 

God’s guests. At the Eucharist, all are enabled to invite others into the 

shared life of God. Each person whether they be young or old, rich or 

poor, healthy or sick, joyful or sorrowful, mobile or infirm, living or 

dead – they have a part to play. As we step out of lockdown into the 

world, into the church, let us dare to accept the invitation to share 

God’s hospitality. All are welcome. 

 

 

   

      


