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The Glory of Getting Dressed 

 
Genesis 15.1-6 
Hebrews 1.1-3, 8-16  

Luke 12.32-40 

 

‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit’ 

A few months ago one of the children came to our Little Fishers 

toddler group brimming with pride dressed as batman. Upon arrival 

he announced that he was batman and should only be addressed as 

batman. Like most children, he had an acute sense of how getting 

dressed up has an almost magical significance.  

But what about when we get dressed each day in our everyday 

clothes? This may seem unremarkable. But the perspective of faith 

encourages us to seek out the extraordinary in the ordinary. What 

does faith say about the significance of getting dressed?  

In answering this we should first consider what our readings today tell 

us about faith.  

It can be easy to think of faith as an individual private matter. The 

letter to the Hebrews reminds us, however, that faith is about much 

more. ‘Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen…. By faith we understand that the worlds were 

prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from 

things that are not visible.’ (Heb 11:1, 3). Although faith is deeply 
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personal, it also involves entrusting ourselves to a reality beyond us. 

The measure of faith is not just the strength of our own convictions, 

but that these convictions find purchase in the way things actually are.  

As we heard in our old testament reading, Abraham, the forefather of 

faith, is brought to a profound act of faith when he looks up to the 

stars in reverent wonder and entrusts himself to God whose creative 

power sustains all things. 

Faith involves precisely this attitude of reverent wonder; an openness 

to reality that transports us outside ourselves where we receive things 

as divine gift. Faith has cosmic scope. We are set on a journey into the 

heart of God, our humanity and the universe. In light of such faith, 

everything we do has deeper meaning. This includes wearing clothes.  

In our Gospel today, Jesus tells his disciples to be dressed for action. 

On one level, this means we should be vigilant. We are, as other 

translations have it, to gird our loins, a statement which recalls Israel’s 

readiness to respond to God’s action in leading them out of slavery 

from Egypt. We too must be ready for when Christ comes again in 

glory; ready when he appears now in scripture, the sacraments, the 

life of prayer, our encounters with others.  

A faith that seeks understanding, however, invites us to consider more 

fully the invisible meanings that shape our lives. For in fact in every act 

of getting dressed, we prepare to the face the day, the task, the 

occasion before us – we are made ready to work, socialise, celebrate, 
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mourn, be responsible, beautiful, rebellious. When we get dressed we 

put ourselves in a state of readiness to engage in different cultural and 

social contexts.  

On a more basic level, getting dressed allows each person to 

participate more fully in society. Indeed, ensuring people have access 

to clothes safeguards their human dignity. Clothing the naked is a 

work of mercy Jesus calls us to perform.  

The perspective of faith takes this further still. In affirming how our 

clothes can be a medium by which we express human dignity and 

participate in cultural and social reality, they become a tangible sign 

of how God works in our lives. For God’s creativity works with, not 

against, the fabric of human existence. 

Here we can note how St Paul compares the life of faith to putting on 

new clothes. Evoking the white garment worn at baptism, he says: ‘For 

as many of you as were baptised into Christ have put on Christ’ (Gal 

3:27). Similarly he says: ‘Put on the new nature, created after the 

likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness’ (Eph 4:24). 

This echoes the book of Genesis where human beings, created in the 

image and likeness of God, are from the first clothed in glorious 

intimacy with God, a glory that was lost but in Christ has been 

reclaimed. And now our humanity is lit up by Christ’s glorified 

humanity which radiates in the splendour of his white garments as we 

celebrated on Tuesday in the Transfiguration. 
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This all points to the deepest truth of getting dressed:  worship. 

The daily ritual of getting dressed is, most fully, an act of reverence 

that expresses our origin and destiny in God. This mirrors the natural 

world which is in its array of colours and textures shimmers with the 

glory of God. As Jesus says, ‘consider the lilies, how they grow: they 

neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was 

not clothed like one of these.’ (Lk 12:27). 

To associate getting dressed with worship stresses how worship is not 

separate from the substance of daily  life. This accounts for how we 

use vestments in our liturgical worship. The vestments the sacred 

ministers and servers wear during the Eucharist are a tangible sign of 

how we are each called to be clothed in Christ, to put on our full 

human dignity and so give glory to God. Vestments also reflect how 

the life of worship reverberates through our existence. The beauty of 

their designs marshal human craftsmanship for the praise of God. 

Their different colours – green, gold, white, purple, red – resonate 

with a cosmic dimension reflecting the patterns of the church year, 

the rhythms of the seasons, the movement of the planets. 

But we do not always wear vestments, rightly so. Vestments do not 

replace our normal clothes but cover them as a visible reminder of 

how we are to be clothed in praise of God. While appropriate within 

the Eucharist, our being dressed for worship is only true to its Christ-

like pattern if expressed in loving service.  
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Here our Gospel introduces a startling reversal: to those who dress for 

action and keep vigil in reverence, Christ comes and serves them. This 

is the pattern of our Eucharistic worship – in lifting our hearts to God, 

we are fed by Christ, incorporated into the communion of his living 

body and reclothed from within so that we may go from the banquet 

to serve others.  

And just as we are served by the presence of Christ hidden in bread 

and wine, so the glory of our vestments must be hidden so that our 

praise of God flows into everyday acts of service in our everyday 

clothes. 

‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit.’ 

From the perspective of faith, the mundane action of getting dressed 

is caught up in how we fashion our lives in Christ. By transforming 

simple gestures into acts of worship and service we keep the light of 

human dignity shining bright. We become clad with the same radiant 

beauty of the stars that long ago brought Abraham to trust in God. 

Ordinary things put on a cosmic significance and become a source of 

wonder and faith for us and others. And together, we journey to our 

common destiny: to be dressed as citizens of God’s heavenly kingdom. 


