
‘Come and see’ – A Homily for the Second Sunday of Epiphany 

Isaiah 49.1-7 
1 Corinthians 1.1-9 
John 1.29-42 
  

Our Gospel encounters today pivot around Jesus’ invitation to ‘come and see.’ Twice 

John has seen the newly baptised Jesus and exclaimed, ‘behold the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world’, an exclamation well known to us who are 

asked week by week to discern this same life-changing presence in the forms of 

bread and wine as we come to the moment of communion. But just who is this 

person? ‘Come and see’ Jesus says, an invitation to see real human life, real divine 

life played-out before you. 

 After two frantic years at university in which my sense of self became 

fragmented and confused, I took some time out at Glasshampton Monastery with the 

Franciscan Friars there. As a more contemplative house their invitation had echoes 

of Jesus’ own ‘Come and see.’ It would be easy to miss what that place is all about, a 

mere glance might leave you thinking there is nothing out of the ordinary here, 

friars shuffling round in the garden, or baking bread in the kitchen, bells ringing for 

prayer and afternoon tea with cake. But the Franciscan community there knows that 

to really come and see you have to spend time with something, to adjust to its 

rhythms, to learn to purify your vision. This is no quick fix: no come and see the 

latest blockbuster movie and have your senses assaulted for the next two hours; no 

come and try this miracle product and watch your wrinkles disappear in moments. 

No, this ‘come and see’ takes time, takes discipline, takes commitment. 

 It’s just the same with Jesus in the Gospels. Most passers-by – busy with 

shopping to get, to-do lists to complete, screaming children to pacify, work pressures 



to sort out, sacrificial animals to purchase – would probably have thought that John 

was mad. How could this rustic peasant man be the lamb of God, what could that 

possibly even mean? But they found, like us today, that busyness is the death of real 

meaning, the death of real possibility or encounter. Busyness leaves us only on the 

surface of things, with no time to put a face to a stranger, no time to recognise the 

voice that gently calls us, no time to react to the suffering of the person next to us. 

 Encountering the contemplative vision of life at Glasshampton, or perhaps 

taking time out to join others on our parish retreat to Worth Abbey can slowly bring 

you back to life. The gentle hospitality of the community, making you feel so at 

home, the simplicity and beauty of the divine office, punctuating the day with 

prayer: all of this is designed to slow us down, to give our time back, to make room 

for silence. ‘Come and see,’ what life can be when given room to breathe, come and 

see life lived at a different pace and depth, come and see real community, founded 

on Scripture, prayer and divine hospitality, come and be a part of something bigger 

than yourself, something that matters more. 

 And Jesus’ life is no different. To respond to his ‘come and see’, we have to 

give ourselves time, to be disciplined, to work hard at the challenge and invitation 

that he places before us. John’s proclamation is no easier for us to understand today 

as it was for those first hearers, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world.’ It feels cryptic and difficult, too much of a challenge. Much easier to 

retreat away into our busy lives and give it no more thought. But those sweaty, hard-

working fishermen offer us a contrary way. Instead of turning away and getting back 

to work, they do the unthinkable, they leave everything and respond to the divine 

invitation. ‘Come and see,’ says Jesus and they do just that. And along their journey 

with Jesus they encounter joy and miracle, hope and resurrection, doubt, betrayal, 



loss and death. In all of this, Jesus’ human life burning through with the life of God, 

bringing a meaning and a depth that they would never have otherwise known.  

 There are opportunities at All Saints throughout the week to create spaces of 

silence and depth. Maybe join us for morning or evening prayer or one of our 

weekday Eucharists, or else sit in silence before the blessed sacrament on a Tuesday 

evening with us. There are two new invitations for pilgrimage and retreat this year 

too: to join the choir in their trip to Norwich in April and immerse yourself in the 

beauty of Evensong, to learn about Julian and to visit her cell, or else to come on 

our parish retreat to Worth in June and join the community there for prayer, silence 

and study. Most important of all is to cultivate moments of stillness and quiet in your 

own life during the week, to step away from the busyness of life and work, to 

penetrate through the surface noise and encounter the depths of life into which  

Jesus’ invites you. ’Come and see,’ you might be surprised by what you find. 


