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Sunday 21t December 2025
The Fourth Sunday of Advent

+

ALL SAINT

Living Faith in Hove

From the Vicar - The first carols have been sung at All Saints. The trees
are up, and figures are gradually being added to the crib in front of the
high altar. Here’s what coming up in the next week:

SUNDAY 2157 - Advent iv

The final Sunday of Advent. This week we give thanks for Mary, Mother
of our Lord, who rejoiced at the news the Angel Gabriel brought to her,
and assented to her part in God’s plan to save her people, and all
creation.

7.00 pm - Nine Lessons and Carols - a traditional service of carols and
readings, with mulled wine and mince pies served after the service.

CHRISTMAS EVE

3.00 pm - Crib service - hear and participate in the Christmas story,
and sing Christmas carols.

11.30 pm - Midnight Mass - the first Mass of Christmas, with the
blessing of the crib.

CHRISTMAS DAY
8.00 am and 10.00 am Mass in which we celebrate the birth of Christ.

New to All Saints? Welcome if this is your first visit to All Saints. To
find out more about us please speak to one of the clergy or one of the
welcome team (wearing badges). Do stay for tea or coffee after the
service. We look forward to meeting you.

Donating - No cash? Tap to donate! You can donate by debit or credit
card. Choose from the three donation amounts and tap your card on
the reader located at the welcome desk, or else you can scan the QR
code on the back of this PewNews.

Gift Aid Add value to your donation - If you're a UK taxpayer and don’t
have a planned giving envelope, please place your donation in a white
envelope (available from the welcomers). Remember to fill in your
details completely or we cannot claim Gift Aid (a further 25%) on your
donation.

Regular Giving Our preferred method of regular giving is via the
following link: https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-
parish/hove-all-saints-hove/.

Vicar - The Revd Catriona Cumming
vicar@allsaintshove.org

Churchwardens - Stephanie Kittow
stephanie@allsaintshove.org

Peter Millar (also Health & Safety)
peter@allsaintshove.org

Associate Priest - Fr John Joyce

Children and Families Minister
Catherine Halloran
childrenandfamilies@allsaintshove.org

One Bread Café Manager
Patrick Hebrard
onebread@allsaintshove.org

Secretary of the PCC
Matthew Barrett
office@allsaintshove.org

Treasurer - Tony Mollett
treasurer@allsaintshove.org

Administrator and Electoral Roll
Officer -Emma Mead
office@allsaintshove.org

Safeguarding Officer
Ann Joyce
safeguardingofficer@allsaintshove.org

Parish Office Opening hours:
Wilbury Road, Hove, BN3 3PB
Monday to Thursday

8.30am to 2.30pm

01273 733331
office@allsaintshove.org
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Parish Notices

Nine Lessons and Carols - Nine lessons and carols
has sold out on Eventbrite, however there is still
plenty of room for people to turn up this evening.
Please make sure that you are early - doors will open
at 6.30 pm - so that you can make sure you have a
seat.

A message from Bishop Martin

Knowing that we are loved: A new generation
attending Chichester cathedral have shifted the
atmosphere. Buggies now take their place
alongside the Zimmer frames, to the delight of
everyone.

We are being reminded what it’s like to be a
baby. The needs are basic: warmth and security,
food, sleep, and clean clothes.

In early childhood we need people to notice us, and
we need one or two people who always do
this. That’s how we know that we are loved. We
need things to play with, capturing our imagination
and teaching us communication and how to work
with what we see.

We never really grow out our earliest needs which
guarantee our human dignity.

| was reminded of this at the joyful celebrations of
baptism  and  confirmation  just  before
Christmas. Candidates spoke of their need of being
loved, feeling safe, finding kindness and knowing
that you can be forgiven.

Some of the most moving testimonies came from
our asylum seeker and refugee brothers and sisters.
They spoke of how the local church has shown them
the kindness of God our loving Father, which we see
in the face of his Son, Jesus Christ.

This kindness has done much to restore their sense
of dignity as the children of God. And because
words can sometimes be a barrier, the symbolic
gestures of worship become more important as a
form of communication.

The washing with water in baptism, like the laying-
on of hands and anointing in confirmation speaks
powerfully. It says that the love of God is as tender
and reassuring as the gentle touch of a parent is to
a new-born child.

So, with Christians young and old we rejoice this
Christmas that what God the Father sees and loves
in the new-born Christ, he sees and loves in you and
me.

The Virgin Mother looks on with love. Joseph is a
friend and guardian. Angels enchant us with music
promising peace on earth. And all for your sake.

Opening hours over Christmas - The church and
office will be closed from Monday 22"¢ December -
Monday 5% January, with the exception of services
highlighted in this edition of PewNews. Details of
services are also available on the website, social
media, and leaflets available in the church.

Feast of the Epiphany - We will be keeping the
Feast of the Epiphany on Sunday 4" January. We will
recall the journey of the wise men to see the infant
Jesus, and as they were welcomed by the Holy
Family, we will ask God to bless our homes for the
coming year. Please join us!

Easy Funding for All Saints Church - We're using
easyfundraising, the UK's biggest charity shopping
site, to help raise money for All Saints. Sign up and
shop via the easyfundraising website or App when
you're shopping with over 7,500 brands. Your online
shopping won't cost you any extra and we'll be really
grateful for your donations. It is working well, and a
few donations have already been gathered! Sign up
here or scan QR: https://tinyurl.com/yds449v5.

Flowers - The beautiful flowers on display in the
church have been kindly donated by Adrian Herbert
in loving memory of his mother and father, Gladys
and Ernest Herbert.

Prayer Request Forms - Prayer request forms are
available for those who would like prayer for
themselves, or someone they know. These ensure
we have the explicit consent of those we name in
PewNews and help us check people's progress.
Please ask the wardens for a card and return it to a
warden, priest, or the office. Fr Catriona

For our Prayers - Those who are sick: Sylvia; Fleur
Boxell; Sue Bonner; Tara Robins; Linda; Trish Abela;
Kevin Hill; Zoe Taylor; Judy Greenfield; Linda
Clarke; Margaret Forbes; and Rols Ham-Riche; John
Hatworth, Sue TB, Jane Stone; Liz Ruane; and for
church members receiving home Communion. For
those who have recently died; Peggy Bannister; and
for those whose anniversary of death falls at this
time; Joanna Flackfield; Jean Hunter; Frances ;
Tessier; Aubrey Willifer; Martyn Redman; Vernon
Lippiett, Pr; Nobby Clarke; Kay Dewick; Saulius
Cesnavicius.
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Today’s Mass - 4" Sunday of Advent '+'

ADVENT PROSE

Drop down, ye heavens from above, ALL SAINT
and let the skies pour down righteousness. Living Foith in Hove
Advent IV:

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, my salvation shall not tarry: | have blotted
out as a thick cloud thy transgressions: Fear not, for | will save thee: for | am
the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer.

OPENING HYMN - 32 O come, O come Emmanuel

PRAYER AT THE ADVENT WREATH

Advent IV:

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, merciful and gentle:
to you be praise and glory for ever.

Your light has shone in our darkened world
through the child-bearing of blessed Mary;

grant that we who have seen your glory

may daily be renewed in your image

and prepared like her for the coming of your Son,
who is the Lord and Saviour of all.

Blessed be God for ever.

MASS SETTING
Missa Sancti Johannis de Deo F. ). Haydn (1732-18009)

COLLECT

God our redeemer,

who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour,

so we may be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge;
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, | will not ask, and | will not put
the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too
little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear



a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time
he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two

kings you are in dread will be deserted.
Isa. 7. 10-16

PSALM 8o0. 1-8, 18-20

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, ¢
you that led Joseph like a flock;

2 Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim, ¢
before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh.

3 Stir up your mighty strength ¢
and come to our salvation.
4 Turn us again, O God; ¢
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
5 O Lord God of hosts, ¢
how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer?
6 You feed them with the bread of tears; ¢
you give them abundance of tears to drink.

7 You have made us the derision of our neighbours, ¢
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

8 Turn us again, O God of hosts; ¢
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

18 Let your hand be upon the man at your right hand, ¢
the son of man you made so strong for yourself.

19 And so will we not go back from you; ¢
give us life, and we shall call upon your name.

20 Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts; ¢
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

A Reading from the Letter to the Romans

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel
of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy
scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ
our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring



about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his
name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Rom. 1. 1-7

GRADUAL HYMN - 243 The God whom earth

GOSPEL SENTENCE
Here am |, the servant of the Lord: let it be with me according to your word.

Luke 1. 38

A Reading from the Gospel of Saint Matthew
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins. All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel’
which means, ‘God is with us! When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital

relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
Matt. 1. 18-end

OFFERTORY HYMN - 608 Thy kingdom come on bended knee

The QR code
for those who would like to
donate via mobile.

ANTHEM
There is no rose John Joubert (1927-2019)



COMMUNION HYMN

1 2

With Mary let my soul rejoice, How strong his arm,

and praise God's holy name— how great his power!

his saving love from first to last, the proud he will disown;

from age to age, the same! the meek and humble he exalts

to share his glorious throne.

3 4
The rich our God will send away So shall God's promise be fulfilled,
and feed the hungry poor; to Israel firmly made:
the arms of love remain outstretched a child is born, a Son is given
at mercy's open door. whose crown will never fade.
5

All glory to the Father, Son
and Spirit now proclaim;

with Mary let the world rejoice
and praise God's holy name!

After Magnificat, David Mowbray (born 1938)
© David Mowbray/Jubilate Hymns CM

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Heavenly Father,

who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary

to be the mother of the promised saviour:

fill us your servants with your grace,

that in all things we may embrace your holy will
and with her rejoice in your salvation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

FINAL HYMN - 35 People look east the time is near
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