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From the Vicar  
 
So much is happening in the life of our church at the moment that it is 
sometimes hard to keep focus. It has been a delight to welcome Mother 
Elizabeth Jinks on placement with us, bringing a new sense of 
exuberance and joy to our liturgy, and challenging our narrow and 
exclusive views. And despite delays and frustrations along the way, our 
café is slowly taking shape, as is our children’s and family ministry and 
our growing musical tradition. The office has never been busier, and our 
community spaces are bursting at the seams, causing both Sarah’s no 
little heartache as they try to pull all the disparate threads together. But 
at the heart of everything is God’s call to us: a call to be attentive and 
compassionate, a call to be awake and alert to his promise. Each of our 
readings today talk about the journey of faith: a journey from exile to 
homecoming, weakness to trust, darkness to light, blindness to vision. 
This is a journey each of us is on both as individuals but also as a 
community of faith. In our gospel today Jesus confronts Bartimaeus, 
asking him what he wants, and Bartimaeus is quick and courageous in 
his response: ‘my teacher, let me see again!’ So often we think we can 
see ourselves and our world so clearly, but instead our vision is impaired 
by sexism, racism, judgementalism and other narrow moralisms. God 
challenges us to see the full height, depth and breadth of our world, a 
world utterly alive to God, full of colour and dynamism, challenge and 
blessing. Can we believe in such a world, and if so, how might we begin 
to live in it, leading others to an encounter with a world that is 
completely alive to God and awake to his promise? I wonder.   
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Giving to All Saints 
No cash? Tap to donate! 
You can donate by debit or credit card. Choose from the three donation 
amounts and tap your card on the reader located at the welcome desk. 

Gift Aid: Adding value to your donation 
If you are a UK taxpayer and do not have a set of planned giving 
envelopes, please place your donation inside a white envelope (available 
from the welcomers). Remember to fill in your details completely or we 
cannot claim Gift Aid (a further 25%) on your donation. 

Regular Giving 
Should you wish to make regular donations to All Saints, our preferred 
method of giving is via the Parish Giving Scheme. Further information 
about the scheme is available online at www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk. 
Forms are available from the Parish Office. 



 

Today’s Mass 
Collect 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning: help us so to hear them, to 
read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, through 
patience, and the comfort of your holy word, we may 
embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting 
life, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Anthem: Pitoni’s Cantate Domino 
(O sing unto the Lord a new song; 
let the congregation of saints praise him. 
Let Israel rejoice in him that made him, 
and let the children of Sion be joyful in their King). 

Hymns 
173 The Lord ascendeth up on high 
277 All for Jesus 
591 The kingdom of God is justice and joy 

Voluntary: Wesley’s Choral Song 

Parish Notices 
PCC Meeting 
Our next PCC meeting is being held on Zoom on 
Tuesday at 7pm. Please do pray for our Wardens, Ann 
and Peter, and our PCC members. 

Lunchtime Concerts 
Our lunchtime concerts continue this week with 
Phoenix Theatre Voices giving us a sneak preview of the 
music of Oliver. Programmes are available at the back of 
church so you can see who is performing for the rest of 
the season. 

One Bread Café Equipment 
Thank you to everyone who has already donated to 
equipment for our new café. There is still an opportunity 
to do so if you haven’t yet and would like to. A list with 
costings is available at the back of the church. 

Gift Aid 
We are currently preparing the Gift Aid claim to HMRC 
for 2019/20. Could you please sign the forms at the 
back of church to let us know if you are or are not a gift-
aider, so that we know who to include on our claim. 
Thank you so much. 

All Souls 
We are celebrating All Souls on Tuesday 2nd November 
at 7pm. At this special mass we remember all our loved 
ones who have died and have a chance to hear their 
names being read out and to light a candle in their 
memory. Please write the names of those you wish to be 
remembered on the list at the back of church today. 

No Choral Evensong for our Patronal Festival 
We have decided that there will be no choral evensong 
next Sunday, as we are really wanting people to come to 
our evening launch party.  

Grand Opening! 
Next Sunday is the Grand Opening of our One Bread 
Café and the launch of Anne Grebby’s Reading Between 
the Lines, Installation of paintings. Everyone is welcome 
to what should be an amazing event, and please do bring 
your friends. This will be a real celebration of what All 
Saints is all about and an opportunity to sample some 
wonderful food, hear all about our vision for the future 
and to view some beautiful art. Not to be missed! Sign 
up on Eventbrite if you haven’t already. 

Reading Between the Lines 
This installation by Anne Grebby will continue 
throughout November, with stunning paintings on the 
encounters of Christ and others on his journey through 
passion, death and resurrection. There will be lunchtime 
tours and talks taking place through the week. There will 
be a beautiful catalogue to go with the installation 
which will be on sale for £10. 

Phoenix Theatre Production 
Phoenix Theatre are putting on a performance of Oliver 
on Thursday 28th 3pm, Friday 29th 7.30pm and Saturday 
30th 2.30pm. Tickets are available from 
www.phoenixtheatrecompany.com. They will also be 
putting on a special lunchtime concert featuring music 
and performance from Oliver on that same Thursday at 
1pm. All are welcome. 

No masses or evening prayer this week 
Do to the production of Oliver, there will be no weekday 
masses or evening prayer this week.  

For our Prayers 
Sick: Chris McDermott; Jacinta Paris; Fleur Boxell; David 
James; June Elves; Trish Abela; Margaret Giddings; 
Jonathan Davidson; Audrey Ryder; Rameshowar Jung; 
Sarah Warner; Lucy Sale. For those who have recently 
died, including Kevin Lewis and those whose anniversary 
of death falls at this time: Edward Burton (priest), Zillah 
Winters, Jim Nelson and John Milliard (priest). 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Available by appointment with the Vicar. 

Next Week’s Readings: The Feast of All Saints 
Isaiah 25.6-9; Psalm 24.1-6; Revelation 21.1–6a; John 
11.32–44. 
 

This Week 
The Daily Office 
Morning prayer  Mon–Thu, 9:00am (not on Bank 
holidays) 
No evening prayer this week. 

Weekly Eucharists 
No masses this week. 

Sunday 
8:00am BCP Said Mass (First Sunday only) 
10:00am Choral Mass 
 



 

Today’s Readings  
A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah 

For thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise 
shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, ‘Save, 
O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.’ See, I am going to bring 
them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest 
parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child 
and those in labour, together; a great company, they shall return 
here.  With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead 
them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in 
which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and 
Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 Jeremiah 31.7-9 

The prophetic vision that Jeremiah 
articulates in today’s passage is an 
extraordinary one. Often seen as the 
prophet of doom, Jeremiah is capable of 
doxological prose that in every way 
rivals Isaiah. We often encounter our 
world as a place of exile and 
dislocation, but the prophets ask us to 
renew our hope in the God who gathers 
and restores, a God who even calls the 
powerless and the marginalised, 
renewing his purposes of blessing, 
restoration and peace for the whole of 
the world. 

Psalm 
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then it was said among the nations, 
‘The Lord has done great things for them.’  
The Lord has done great things for us, 
and we rejoiced.  
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
like the watercourses in the Negeb.  
May those who sow in tears 
reap with shouts of joy.  
Those who go out weeping, 
bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, 
carrying their sheaves. 

 Psalm 126 

Like the exilic prophets, the psalms do 
not shy away from speaking about and 
praying through the painful 
contradictions of human life. In today’s 
psalm we are taken on a journey from 
mourning and loss into joy and delight. 
Even in the present time of distress, the 
psalmist remembers previous seasons of 
laughter and joy in which God was 
clearly at work. That memory now 
sustains the psalmist who believes in 
faith that homecoming will surely 
follow exile, just as we know that 
resurrection life springs from the dark 
places of death. 

A reading from the Epistle to the Hebrews 

The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented 
by death from continuing in office; but Jesus holds his priesthood 
permanently, because he continues for ever. Consequently he is able for 
all time to save those who approach God through him, since he always 
lives to make intercession for them. For it was fitting that we should 
have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from 
sinners, and exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he 
has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and 
then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he offered 
himself. For the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to 
weakness, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, 
appoints a Son who has been made perfect for ever. 

 Hebrews 7.23-end 

The writer to the Hebrews also knows 
about the transience and fragility of 
human life. Right into the middle of this 
apparent futility comes Jesus, carrying 
the indestructible promise of God’s love 
and mercy. Even though this high priest 
is in every way like us, so that our 
vulnerability is understood by Jesus 
from the inside-out, his ministry enacts 
the eternal promise of God and so can 
be trusted to the uttermost. In Jesus our 
very weakness is taken into the life of 
God itself, now to be held and 
sustained in and by his love.  



 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

As Jesus and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the 
roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to 
shout out and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Many sternly 
ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of 
David, have mercy on me!’ Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.’ And 
they called the blind man, saying to him, ‘Take heart; get up, he is calling 
you.’ So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then 
Jesus said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ The blind man 
said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your 
faith has made you well.’ Immediately he regained his sight and followed 
him on the way. 

 Mark 10.46-end 

Mark’s gospel constantly plays with the 
themes of revelation and blindness, 
those who can see and those who fail 
to perceive what is really going on. As 
usual, Mark turns everything on its 
head, with those who are supposedly 
blind being those capable of seeing the 
truth, and those who are meant to be 
the people of vision failing to see what 
is in front of their faces. Today 
Bartimaeus asks Jesus to ‘let me see 
again.’ We too are to pray that we 
might be given the vision and insight to 
see who Jesus really is, the One in 
whom resides the very presence and 
activity of God himself. 
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For the latest information about everything that is happening at All Saints, together with copies of the lastest Sunday 
sermons and current issue of PewNews, please see our website:  www.allsaintshove.org. 
 
 


