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From the Vicar  
What an exciting year we have had with Laura trailblazing our pastoral 
assistant scheme. She really has been a delight to work with: passionate, 
energetic, and emotionally open. She has fitted into All Saints brilliantly, 
and has really grown into her role and sense of vocation, tempering her 
activist spirit with a depth of spirituality and sacramental awareness. 
One of my favourite memories of her time here is her Messy Church 
debut as Fr Angus’ assistant, appearing in a dragon onesie and batting 
away coloured balls as the children tried their best to enrage the dragon! 
Our loss really is Mirfield’s gain, and I really believe that Laura will thrive 
in a monastic context as she turns her sharp mind and imagination to 
some real intensive theological exploration. I hope Laura’s time with us 
has had an effect on us also, helping us to see that everyone of us has a 
vocation, that each of our lives are to be lived towards God, that we are 
all capable of responding to that call with courage and creativity. 
Vocation is never about becoming something we are not, but rather 
about living with a deeper resonance about who we really are, living out 
of the depth of things, rather than just existing on the surface. More 
than this, our sense of calling and vocation is not our alone, but is about 
learning who we are together, living side-by-side, learning to love and 
pray together. I know that Fr Angus and I will miss this sense of 
collegiality that we have formed with Laura, but now she has an 
opportunity to build new relationships and learn new rhythms. We will, 
ourselves, soon be welcoming two new pastoral assistants, people who 
will, no doubt, be very different from Laura and who will explore 
vocation in their own way with us. We pray for Laura, that she may 
know God’s blessing as she journeys onward, and we pray for Aiko and 
Lucy also as they prepare to join us at the beginning of next month. 
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Giving to All Saints 
No cash? Tap to donate! 
You can donate by debit or credit card. Choose from the three donation 
amounts and tap your card on the reader located at the welcome desk. 

Gift Aid: Adding value to your donation 
If you are a UK taxpayer and do not have a set of planned giving 
envelopes, please place your donation inside a white envelope (available 
from the welcomers). Remember to fill in your details completely or we 
cannot claim Gift Aid (a further 25%) on your donation. 

Regular Giving 
Should you wish to make regular donations to All Saints, our preferred 
method of giving is via the Parish Giving Scheme. Further information 
about the scheme is available online at www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk. 
Forms are available from the Parish Office. 



 

Today’s Mass 
Hymns 
356 – Judge eternal, throned in splendour 
435 – Glorious things of thee are spoken 
505 – Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us 
81 – Lord for the years, your hand has kept and guided 
Darke in F Communion Service 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord Evans arr. Hughes 
 
Collect 
Let your merciful ears, O Lord, 
be open to the prayers of your humble servants; 
and that they may obtain their petitions 
make them to ask such things as shall please you; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Parish Notices 
First Communions and Confirmations  
Bishop Richard will be taking a confirmation service at 
All Saints on Sunday 29th September. The course will 
begin in September and run the first four Sundays of the 
month from 12noon until 12.45pm. If you are interested, 
please speak to a member of the clergy. 

All Saints Office 
Please note that due to staff holiday the office will be 
running on reduced opening hours for two weeks. Jon 
Rawles will be in the office Tues-Thursday 9-12pm while 
Sarah is away.  

Hall Floor 
We have been having some problems with the hall floor  
in the aftermath of flooding from the ladies’ toilet that 
has now caused the wooden floor to expand and 
protrude slightly. We have covered the offending areas 
with board and hazard tape until we can find a more 
permanent solution. Thanks for your patience. 

Laura’s Last Sunday 
Laura, our pastoral assistant, will be leaving us today. We 
will be celebrating with her after mass, so make sure you 
join us for drinks and some nibbles and to wish her well. 

New Pastoral Assistants 
Due to the success of last year’s Pastoral Assistant 
Scheme, we will be appointing two new pastoral 
assistants from the 1st September. Please pray for Lucy 
and Aiko as they prepare to come on placement with us. 

Friday Morning Prayer and Mass 
There will be no Friday Morning Prayer or Mass until 1st 
September. The last services will be 19th July. 

The Choir 
Under the creative direction of Jon Rawles, choral music 
continues to play a central role in the liturgical life of our 
church, and our choir continues to go from strength to 
strength. If you, or someone you know, would be 

interested to join the choir, please get in touch with Jon 
Rawles at directorofmusic@allsaintshove.org. 

Musical Scholarships for Children 
From September we are pleased to be able to offer eight 
musical scholarships for children aged between six and 
eighteen. These are worth up to £300 towards musical 
lessons. For more information please see Jon Rawles at 
the above address.  

Lunchtime Concerts 
Brass instruments sound wonderful in the All Saints 
acoustic and the euphonium (the cello of the brass 
family) is no exception!  On Thursday, 22nd August at 
1pm we welcome a maestro of the euphonium, Martin 
Smith, accompanied by Chris Coote on piano, in a 
programme that includes music by Elgar, Rossini, 
Rimsky-Korsakov and Percy Grainger.  Admission free 
(retiring collection). Refreshments available.   

For our Prayers 
Irene, Lou, Tom; Martyn; June and Sara Cuttress; Bob; 
Kala, Wyatt Baker, David James, Sheila Dishington; Sue; 
Joy; Guy; James Walker; Alex; Sheila Carnew; Michael 
O’Connell and Fleur Boxell. 
Recently departed and those whose anniversaries of 
death fall at this time: Martin Lindsay-Hills; Lionel 
Stemp; Norman Warrington. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Available by appointment with the Vicar. 

Next Week’s Readings: Tenth Sunday after Trinity 
Isaiah 58: 9-end;  
Hebrews 12: 18-end;  
Luke 13: 10-17. 

This Week 
The Daily Office 
Morning prayer  Mon–Thu, 9:00am (not on Bank 
holidays) 
Evening prayer  Mon–Thu, 5:00pm 

Weekly Eucharists 
Tue 11:30am Said Mass 
Wed 9:30am Said Mass (Healing Eucharist 1st Wed) 

Sunday 
8:00am Said Mass 
10:00am Choral Mass 

Monday 
9:45am Little Fishes (term time only) 

Tuesday 
10:45am Exposition (30 minutes silent prayer) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Today’s Readings  
A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah 
Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? Who can hide in 
secret places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven 
and earth? says the Lord. I have heard what the prophets have said who 
prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I have dreamed!’ How 
long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy 
lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my 
people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as 
their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let the prophet who has a dream 
tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. 
What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. Is not my word like 
fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

Jeremiah 23: 23-29 

We often affirm that God is a God who 
is close to us, but here the prophet 
states the opposite, that God is at a 
distance from us. This is because the 
fake prophets have made God too 
available, indeed a totem of their own 
need for comfort and security. Instead, 
Jeremiah asserts God’s utter freedom 
and sovereignty. True prophecy is not 
bland and self-serving, but a sharp 
summons to justice. The word of God is 
not always easy and comfortable, but 
comes to us at times as a burning fire 
and a smashing hammer.  

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but 
when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the 
walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith 
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 
because she had received the spies in peace. And what more should I say? 
For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David 
and Samuel and the prophets— who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 
lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength 
out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 
flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, 
refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others 
suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They 
were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the 
sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, 
tormented— of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in 
deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. Yet all these, 
though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, since God had provided something better so that they would 
not, without us, be made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that 
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake 
of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its 
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Hebrews 11: 29-12: 2 

In what is one of the most beautiful 
and stirring passages of the New 
Testament the writer to the Hebrews 
encourages his readers, weary and 
disheartened through their suffering, by 
taking them on a whirlwind tour of Old 
Testament faith. The passage talks of a 
faith that makes the most spectacular 
of deliverances possible, a faith that 
opens up paths to the miraculous, a 
faith that draws people into radical 
hope, even as they experience the world 
as a place of exile and homelessness. 
Faith is here portrayed as an active 
trust in the God who is on the move in 
our world, a relentless force for new 
possibilities and new beginnings. Even 
as we are cast down or exhausted by 
the daily grind, we can dare to lift our 
eyes, to imagine these ancient witnesses 
of faith: Rahab, Gideon, David and 
Samuel, unnamed women and men, 
those wandering the deserts as 
prophets and nomads. As God was 
with them, so he is with us, 
energetically leading us on into 
freedom, truth and light.  



 

Psalm 
God standeth in the congregation of princes  
he is a Judge among gods. 
How long will ye give wrong judgement  
and accept the persons of the ungodly? 
Defend the poor and fatherless  
see that such as are in need and necessity have right. 
Deliver the out-cast and poor  
save them from the hand of the ungodly. 
They will not be learned nor understand, but walk on still in darkness  
all the foundations of the earth are out of course. 
I have said, Ye are gods  
and ye are all the children of the most Highest. 
But ye shall die like men  
and fall like one of the princes. 
Arise, O God, and judge thou the earth  
for thou shalt take all heathen to thine inheritance.. 
 

Psalm 82 

Today’s psalm has a mythological edge 
to it, speaking of the counsel of the 
gods who surround the God of Israel. 
Each god was tasked to lead a nation 
in the ways of righteousness and 
justice, to help the people learn to love 
the widow and the orphan, the out-
cast and the poor. But instead, these 
so-called gods have only looked to their 
own status and needs, and so God 
casts them out of heaven and cuts 
them off from the life of immortality 
that they once enjoyed. Even us mere 
mortals are called to live the life of 
God, not a self-seeking and inward-
looking life, but one set on fire by God’s 
own passion for the vulnerable and the 
afraid. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!I 
have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until 
it is completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? 
No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on, five in one household will 
be divided, three against two and two against three; they will be divided: 
father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and 
daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and 
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’ He also said to the crowds, ‘When 
you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, “It is going to rain”; 
and so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, 
“There will be scorching heat”; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know 
how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know 
how to interpret the present time?’ 

Luke 12: 49-56 

In today’s gospel, Jesus speaks harsh 
words that are designed to wake us up. 
Like Jeremiah in our first passage, Jesus 
warns his disciples about an easy peace 
that is full of compromise. This is not 
what he is about at all. Jesus’ love, a 
love that is about a fiery justice for the 
poor and an uncomfortable challenge 
to the rich, will set the world at war 
with itself. Such conflict will be silenced 
only by the cross. 

 
 

 


