
 

PewNews  
The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
29 March 2020  

 

From the Curate  
The ancient hymn Ubi Caritas whispers to us with heartfelt urgency. It is 
traditionally sung on Maundy Thursday when Christ celebrated the Last 
Supper with his disciples, washed their feet and gave them the new 
commandment to love as he loved them. As we cannot meet for the 
Eucharist, and with limited social contact, the accent falls on love. The hymn 
opens: Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est – where love is, there God is. When 
we ask where God is, we can take heart that, amid the recklessness of some 
and suffering of others, there have been countless examples of people 
offering help through acts of generous support; pursuing crucial work with 
self-sacrifice; and, volunteering in neighbourhoods, foodbanks and the NHS. 
Where such love is, there God is. The hymn continues: Congregavit nos in 
unum Christi amor – the love of Christ has gathered us into one. Our inability 
to meet does not dampen but deepens the bonds between us. This was 
echoed by the Church of England’s archbishops and bishops in a letter to 
clergy last week. Their words speak to us all: ‘These are unprecedented times. 
We are all having to get used to being the Church differently. It is not easy. 
However, our belonging to Christ has never been measured by the number of 
people in church on a Sunday morning (though we long for the day when this 
way of knowing Christ can return) but by the service we offer to others.... We 
know that God is with us and we pray with you that in the midst of all this pain 
and sorrow we can remain focussed on the One who gives us hope.’ ‘We must 
take a lead in showing our communities how we must behave in order to slow 
down the spread of the Coronavirus.’ ‘We must also do all that we can to 
provide resources and support for those who are isolated, fearful and 
vulnerable.’ ‘It is also imperative that as the Church of Jesus Christ, called to 
offer hope and light in the darkness of this world’s ills, we maintain a praying 
presence for our community, though from today onwards this must happen 
from our hearts and from our homes.’ Let love go out from our hearts and 
homes. Love is true worship and service. Love is the sacrament of God’s 
presence. Love dispels fear, overcomes distance, gives life. Ubi caritas… 
Fr Angus  
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Giving to All Saints 
No cash? Tap to donate! 
You can donate by debit or credit card. Choose from the three donation 
amounts and tap your card on the reader located at the welcome desk. 

Gift Aid: Adding value to your donation 
If you are a UK taxpayer and do not have a set of planned giving envelopes, 
please place your donation inside a white envelope (available from the 
welcomers). Remember to fill in your details completely or we cannot 
claim Gift Aid (a further 25%) on your donation. 

Regular Giving 
Should you wish to make regular donations to All Saints, our preferred 
method of giving is via the Parish Giving Scheme. Further information 
about the scheme is available online at www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk. 
Forms are available from the Parish Office. 



 

Today’s Readings 
A reading from the book of the Prophet Ezekiel 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round 
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to 
me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said 
to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know 
that I am the Lord.’ So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and 
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord 
God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 
may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, 
these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, 
O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you 
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says 
the Lord.’ 

Ezekiel 37. 1-14 

The image before us in this prophetic 
vision of Ezekiel is one of barrenness, 
hopelessness and despair. It is a vision of 
death with bones strewn across a valley, 
a haunting and disturbing image indeed. 
During this time of lockdown we might 
feel that the vision of death and despair is 
all around us too. What kind of future can 
emerge at the end of all of this as we face 
the fragility of our health, economic and 
social life in all its stark reality? But after 
an honest articulation of the dangers and 
breakages of reality, the prophetic vision 
is a bold one. It refuses to leave us in 
despair but reaches beyond it in creative 
faith. To the plaintive cry, ‘our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut 
off completely’ the Word of the Lord and 
the breath of God comes, revivifying, 
renewing, restoring. ‘I will put my spirit 
within you, and you shall live.’ Dare we 
believe this visionary prophetic word 
today and how might we bring this hope 
to others? 

 

A reading from the Epistle to the Romans 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 
submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if 
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. 

Romans 8.6-11 

Paul loves generating contrasts in his 
writing: flesh and spirit, life and death, 
wrath and reconciliation, law and grace, 
old and new. Today he speaks powerfully 
of the contrast between flesh and spirit. 
Flesh for Paul is not the material world as 
such, but those desires that seek only 
instant gratification and the escalation of 
violence. For us ‘flesh’ means only looking 
to our own comfort and protection in a 
context that feels dangerous and 
threatening, stockpiling our own 
resources and failing to think of others. 
‘Spirit,’ on the other hand, is about the 
deep connections that are between us, 
the bond of love between the Father and 
the Son that we are invited to live within, 
the ever-expanding divine love that unites 
all of us. This is the Spirit that defeats 
even the powers of death, lifting us from 
despair and dwelling powerfully even in 
our own bodies of flesh, making them the 
sign of the living kingdom.  

 



 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 
‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not 
lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after 
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 
was. Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples 
said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going 
there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But 
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ After saying this, 
he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken 
him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who 
was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.’ When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 
four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.’ When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told 
her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she 
got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was 
still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because 
they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where 
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews 
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 
Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them 
said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?’ Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the 
dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for 
four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 
the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, 
‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have 
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 
sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The 
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ Many of the 
Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him. 

John 11.1-45 

Today’s passage from the Gospel of John 
is one of the most dramatic and 
important in the gospels. Lazarus is ill and 
his sisters come to Jesus asking for his 
help. Jesus speaks of death and glory, light 
and darkness, ramping up the tension. 
There is going to be a confrontation here 
between the forces of life and the forces 
of death. This is indeed a pivotal moment, 
and John reminds us of this by placing this 
encounter right at the middle of his 
gospel. This sign is the most profound, the 
one that will speak most powerfully of 
Jesus’ own passion, death and 
resurrection, most powerfully of a divine 
love that is stronger even than death 
itself. Here John shows Jesus to be utterly 
human, weeping and moved by grief at 
the death of his friend. But he is also 
utterly the Word of God, crying out with 
the voice of creation itself, a voice that 
even death cannot resist. ‘Lazarus, come 
out!’ Lazarus stumbles and staggers out 
of the grave, still bound in strips of cloth. 
Jesus’ words to the people are just as 
strong, ‘unbind him, and let him go.’ At 
this time for ourselves, our nation and our 
world, we feel bound up in fear and 
anxiety, powerless and afraid. But here is 
Jesus confronting those powers of fear 
and death, and he asks us to become 
instruments of healing and life by 
unbinding and freeing others. How might 
we do this? A simple phone call, an offer 
of help, a kind word – all of this can 
become the offer of life that Jesus brings. 

 

  



 

Today’s Mass 
Collect 
Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection  
of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

Parish Notices 
Who is my neighbour? 
The Bishop of St Albans has written four golden rules as 
we face the threat of the coronavirus together, they are 
some of the wisest and best words I have heard so far: 
Rule I: Think about how you can protect and support your 
neighbours. Don’t go round spreading fear and panic, but 
instead, taking all the official precautions, offer help and 
reassurance to others, don’t demonise anyone or any 
group. Rule II: Think about those who are suffering more 
than you are. Make a list of the vulnerable people you 
know and give them a regular phone call to cheer them up. 
Rule III: Don’t panic and start hoarding food, instead 
practice the Christian discipline of sharing. Rule IV: Live 
today to the full, and allow your fear to be transformed 
into trust and openness. 

A Prayer for others 
Dear God, our Shield and our Defender, guide and protect 
my neighbour in this time of health emergency; deliver 
them from all harm and may your love and care ever grow 
in this place. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, amen. 

Thought for the Day 
On Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays Fr Ryan and Fr 
Angus will be delivering a ‘thought for the day’ through 
YouTube and Facebook. If you are on our email list you 
will also be sent a link so you can watch. On Sundays this 
will take the shape of a short homily and on other days will 
be a reflection on a theme for the day. Please do tune in! 

Generous Giving 
Please don’t forget that the Church is still here and needs 
your support also, especially if we are going to be ready to 
move forward with our vision for the future as life returns 
to normal. Please think about increasing your giving if you 
can or by changing the way you give: perhaps start giving 
by standing order or through the Parish Giving Scheme. 
Send a one-off cheque to the parish office to help our 
shortfall, and encourage others to do the same. Together 
we can work to ensure that our future is secure. Thanks! 

Weekday Masses and Daily Office 
Fr Ryan, Fr Angus and Fr John will be continuing to pray 
the daily office at home and say mass at home on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 9:00am, and 
Friday at 9.30am. If you want to join in the daily office at 

home, you can download the daily office app from the 
Church of England, and please do join us for mass by using 
the liturgy of spiritual communion on the back of 
PewNews. 

Sundays 
Fr Ryan and Fr Angus will say Morning Prayer at 9:00am 
and celebrate a said Mass at 9:15am at home on Sundays 
in which the priest will represent the offering of Jesus and 
the offering of the whole church. Each of us is included in 
that offering, even when we cannot be physically present. 
Please participate using the liturgy of Spiritual 
Communion. 

Parish Office 
The Parish Office is temporarily closed next week, but will 
Jon will be back answering calls and emails the following 
week. Please email Fr Ryan if you need anything at 
frryan@allsaintshove.org, or in a pastoral emergency call Fr 
Ryan on 01273 220343. 

Choir Concert 
Unfortunately our Passiontide Choir Concert of Steiner’s 
Crucifixion has had to be cancelled. Hopefully we will be 
able to hold a number of autumn events to make up for 
this. 

Choir Trip to Norwich 
We have also had to cancel our choir pilgrimage to 
Norwich. Please email John King, Fr Ryan or our Director 
of Music Jon for more information.  

For our Prayers 
Sick: Irene & Lou; Martyn; June & Sara Cuttress; Kala; 
Wyatt Baker; Sheila Dishington; Joy; Sheelagh; James 
Walker; Lorna; Fleur Boxell; Hunter; Betty; Eleanor; David 
James; Trish Abala; Derek and Mary Birch.  
Those whose anniversary of death falls at this time: 
Alexander Fergusson, Thomas Peacey (Priest), Geraldine 
Binning and Maureen Rowlands. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Available by appointment with the Vicar. 

Next Week’s Readings: Palm Sunday 
Isaiah 50.4-9a 
Psalm 31.9-16 
Philippians 2.5-11 
Matthew 21.1-11 

This Week 
The Daily Office 
Morning prayer  Sun–Fri, 8:45am (at home) 
Evening prayer  Mon–Thu, 5:00pm (at home) 

Weekly Eucharists 
Mon 9:00am Said Mass (said privately at home) 
Tue 9:00am Said Mass (said privately at home) 
Wed 9:00am Said Mass (said privately at home) 
Fri 9:30am Said Mass (said privately at home) 

Sunday 
9:15am Said Mass (said privately at home) 



 

Spiritual Communion 
When Unable to Attend a Celebration of the Eucharist 
 
If a household are praying together one person may 
act as leader and the others as the congregation and 
they join in the sections in bold type. 
If alone read all the words aloud. 
You may want to light a candle before you begin, and 
have a bible, cross or crucifix to look at. 
 
The Lord is here. His Spirit is with us. 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
You may want to pray the Collect of the Day here. 
You could use one or more of the readings of the day (found 
on the inside cover of this PewNews) 
or the following short readings: 
 

First Reading - Revelation 3:20 
Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in 
to him and eat with him, and he with me. 

Psalm - Psalm 62 
On God alone my soul in stillness waits; 
from him comes my salvation. 
He alone is my rock and my salvation, 
my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 

Gospel - John 15:5 
I am the vine, you are the branches. He who 
abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much 
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 
 
Spend a few moments praying for the people you 
know and love, the needs of the world and for an end 
to the current Pandemic. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
OUR Father, which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, in earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, As 
we forgive them that trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation; 
But deliver us from evil: For thine is the 
kingdom, The power, and the glory, For 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Act of Contrition 
I love you, Jesus, my love above all 
things, and I repent with my whole 
heart of having offended you. 
Never permit me to separate myself 
from you again, grant that I may love 
you always, and then do with me what 
you will. 
 

Act of Spiritual Reception 
In union, dear Father, with Christian 
people throughout the world and across 
the centuries gathered to make 
Eucharist, hearing your holy Word and 
receiving the Precious Body and Blood, 
I offer you praise and thanksgiving. 
Even though I am exiled from tasting 
the Bread of Heaven and drinking the 
Cup of Life I pray that you will unite me 
with all the baptised and with your Son 
who gave his life for us. 
Come Lord Jesus, dwell in me and send 
your Holy Spirit that I may be filled 
with your presence. 
 
O LORD and heavenly Father, we your humble 
servants entirely desire your fatherly goodness 
mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching you to 
grant, that by the merits and death of your Son 
Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we 
and all your whole Church may obtain remission 
of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. 
Amen. 
 
THE peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his son Jesus Christ our Lord: 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among us and remain 
with us always. Amen. 


